


Mornings with Morley cover artist Phil Spaziani has faced more than his share of uphill 
battles since surviving a brush with death on a Stillwater, NY hilltop in 1991. Although the 
gliding accident left him wheelchair-bound, the mild-mannered gent who in September 2018 will 
celebrate "the 45th anniversary of my 40th birthday" continues to make artistic leaps and bounds. 

Indeed the latest in a series of drawings by the octogenarian promise to add even greater 
dimension to his legacy which has included exhibits in New York City and Washington DC 
galleries as well as works in collections private and public collections and a distinguished career 
as a high school art teacher. 

Other credits include designing the historic markers displayed on historic homes in the 
Village of Ballston Spa, NY. Among them is the 1845 Federal townhouse on West High Street 
he and wife Lorraine meticulously restored in the 1980s. 

Battling his way back from being "sidelined by life" many times over the past quarter of a 
century, ("I've had "more than my share of UTIs and kidney infections - a curse of paraplegia"), 
Phil credits recent drawing sessions at the Saratoga County Arts Center with helping him further 
improve his skills. 

Phil also continues to venture out to snap photos of prospective subjects for his ever-
expanding "Picturing A Village Series" using his iPhone. "I'm still out there looking for the right 
subjects, the right lighting and so on. I usually take three to six images to refer to while I'm 
painting.'' 

A sampling of the more than 40-piece collection was first shared with the public via a 
Strolling Village Artisans initiative in 2008. Other creations were showcased in "Views From the 
Saratoga Battlefield: Preserving Historic Lands." Jointly sponsored by the Saratoga County 
Arts Center and the Saratoga National Historical Park, the invitational show debuted in Saratoga 
Springs where it received rave reviews before being moved to the Visitor Center at the battlefield. 

Because so much of what the father of three and grandfather of four accomplishes takes 
place behind-the-scenes, many are not aware of his contributions to such educational institutions 
as Brookside Museum on Charlton Street and the National Bottle Museum on Milton Avenue. 

In addition, Phil forged enduring bonds of friendship with many of the students he taught at 
Scotia-Glenville High School from the 1970s to the early 1990s. 

As much as Phil enjoys painting and entertaining inside of his home, his favorite place to 
work and relax during the spring, summer and early autumn months is a spacious wheelchair-
accessible back deck that affords beautiful bird's eye views of surrounding scenery. 

When the deck was completed in 2003 it was the first time Phil had been able to enjoy his 
backyard since the 1991 accident. In a bittersweet tale, he relates how the same year he became 
a paraplegic, his beloved brother Fred passed away from cancer. 

"He was too sick to come and see me when I was recuperating from my accident and I was 
not in any condition at the time to travel to see him," recalls Phil, but in a final act of caring, Fred 
Spaziani bequeathed a sum of money that was ultimately freed by his estate for the construction 
of the deck that today bears an engraved plague in the late sibling's honor. It is here Phil is now 
putting the finishing touches on works-in-progress that he hopes will complete the portrait of 
his own life. 




















